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WELCOME TO CAULDWELL 

Dear Parents. 

This brochure is designed to give parents and prospective parents a summary of Cauldwell 

and our approach to the curriculum. 

At Cauldwell we place great importance on the partnership of and school in the education of 

our young children. We believe that by working together in partnership we can bring the best 

our in our children. For this reason we encourage parents to join in the many activities and 

events which are part of  life here at Cauldwell. 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to our school and trust you will find us a 

happy, friendly school. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

 COMMITTED TO LEARNING AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL. 
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THE SCHOOL 

The term “Lower School” is used to describe the first phase in the Bedfordshire three-tier 

education system. Cauldwell Lower School caters for pupils aged between 5 and 9 years. It is 

a non-selective school and draws its pupils from a wide range of social backgrounds, culture 

and abilities. It is maintained by Bedfordshire Education Authority and managed by a board 

of governors. 

The school was opened in 1996 after a merger between Drake and Raleigh school. The school 

boasts spacious playing fields and has its own swimming pool used throughout the summer 

months weather permitting. A lovely feature of our school is the quad an enclosed area of 

garden within the school, where the children learn about the environment, children are 

encouraged to plant bulbs, flowers and vegetables throughout the year. 

The school is built on one level and has easy access to all our classrooms, we have a large 

assembly hall, we also have a well-stocked library, and 2 ICT suites with 32 networked 

computers. At present 5 of our classes boast interactive white boards. 

At present the school has seven classes of children aged from 5 to 9 years. The capacity of 

the school is 180 with an admission of 45 for any one year group. Class structure may vary 

from year to year. Years reception to Yr2 are referred to as Key Stage 1 and years 3 and 4 are 

part of Key Stage 2. Children continue through Key stage 2 at middle school. 

Currently we have a rising Roll and expect this to continue. 
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ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 

 

 

If the number of places in a particular year group is not sufficient to meet the requests of all 

parents, then the following criteria will be applied (in the rank order shown) to determine 

how places will be allocated 

a) To children “looked after” in the care of Bedfordshire County Council or resident 

within the catchment area. 

b) To pupils living in the catchment area (including children living in the former 

Catchment area who at the time of admission will have a sibling at the school. 

c) To other children “looked after” 

d) On “very exceptional” medical grounds. 

e) To siblings of pupils currently attending the school. 

f) To children attending Peter Pan Nursery School 

g) To children who have attended the Peter Pan Neighbourhood Nursery. 

h) To any other children. 

 

i) NOTES: 

 

1. In any situation where the application of the above criteria results in a 

situation where there are more children with an equal right to admission to the 

school than the number of available places, the tie break will be the distance 

from the school, measured in a straight line, using a computerized mapping 

system. The distance will be measured from the address point of the pupils 

home to a central point on the school site determined by the governing body of 

the school. Priority is not given within each criterion to children who meet 

other criteria. 

Overriding priority will be given by the LEA to the admission of pupils who 

have a Statement Of Special Educational Needs which names the school. 

2. Priority may also be given to the admission of “hard to place” eg. Excluded 

pupils, normally in accordance with any protocols which have been agreed 

with groups of schools. 
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3. Parents applying for a place at the catchment area school during the normal 

admissions round will be offered a place. However, if a pupil moves into the 

catchment area outside the normal admissions round (or after the allocation 

process has been completed) there will be no guarantee of a place at the 

catchment school for the pupil will be the nearest LEA maintained school to 

the pupil’s home address which caters for pupils of the same age. 

 

 

ADMISSION NUMBERS 

The Bedfordshire Admissions Forum has agreed the following exceptions which may result 

in the admission number for a school being exceeded: 

• The admission of catchment area pupils, where the parent has expressed a preference 

for the catchment school as part of the normal admissions round and in accordance 

with published admissions arrangements. 

• The admission of pupils who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs which 

names the school. 

• The admission of “hard to place” pupils e.g. excluded pupils 

• The admission of pupils who have moved into the area, where there is no other 

suitable school within a reasonable travelling distance, or where the admission of an 

additional catchment  area child would not prejudice the provision of efficient use of 

resources. 

 

ENROLLING YOUR CHILD 

We encourage all our future parents to visit the school and to see at first hand what we have 

to offer. The head teacher is always happy to discuss any aspect of the school with parents. If 

you wish to register your child with the school please contact our school office for an 

application pack. 
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CLASSES: 

Wrens............................Reception.....................age 5 

Robins...........................Year ½.........................age 5/7 

Hawks...........................Year ½ ........................age 5/7 

Swallows.......................Year ½ ........................age 5/7 

Kestrels.........................Year ¾ ........................age 7/9 

Magpies........................Year ¾..........................age 7/9 

Owls.............................Year ¾ ..........................age 7/9 

The School Day. 

The school day starts at 8.55am prompt, all children should be in the playground by 8.50am 

ready to begin the school day as soon as the bell rings. 

Reception times are; 

8.55am............11.00am 

11.00am..........11.15am morning break 

11.15am..........12.00am 

12.00am..........1.15pm lunchtime 

1.15pm............2.45pm 

2.45pm.............3.00pm afternoon break 

3.00pm.............3.30pm 

KEY STAGE 1 & 2 

8.55am...............11.00am 

11.00am..............11.15am morning break 

11.15am..............12.15pm 

12.15pm..............1.15pm lunchtime 

1.15pm................2.45pm 

2.45pm.................3.00pm afternoon break 
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Winter Uniform 

� Grey skirt/ trousers 

� White blouse/shirt 

� School sweatshirt- Burgundy (available from school office) 

� Dark shoes and socks (please avoid heels) 

Summer Uniform 

� Grey skirt/trousers 

� Summer dress (checked or striped) 

� School sweatshirt 

� Shoes/sandals and short socks (please avoid heels) 

P.E Kit 

� Shorts burgundy (available from school office) 

� White T/Shirt 

� Trainers for outdoors 

� Barefoot or soft PE shoes for indoors 

Note: 

For hygiene and safety purposes the children must have a change of clothes for PE as well as 

the appropriate footwear. These may be left in school in a named PE bag and should go home 

for washing each week/half term. 
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HOME SCHOOL LINKS 

 

Cauldwell Lower School Association 

All parents and staff are automatically members of the CLSA. (Cauldwell Lower School 

Association). We aim to support the work of the school and to provide opportunities and 

resources to benefit all our children. 

New members are always very welcome, being a member is fun and can be a way of meeting 

new friends, We hope that you will want to involve yourself in the work of the CLSA and 

help with our fund raising efforts. 

 

Helping in School 

The contribution that parents can make in the life of the school is enormous and we welcome 

and voluntary help that is offered. If you can spare even one hour to come and hear readers, 

help with school trips, swimming (summer term) and many classroom activities. All 

volunteers are required to have a disclosure check carried out on them and as such we will 

request that the necessary forms are completed. 

 

Concerts and Open Assemblies. 

Each year the school holds a number of special open days parents are most welcome to attend 

these days and to see the school in action. The school holds special class assemblies each 

term and special assemblies to mark important occasions throughout the year. 
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HEALTH 

On our admission form we ask parents to provide us with at least two names for emergency contact 

who would be willing to take responsibility for their child in the event of our not being able to contact 

home. 

For children who, for any reason, have to take medicine during school hours a “Form of Indemnity” 

must be completed by parents. 

This delegates the responsibility for administering the medicines to the state, according to instruction 

and indemnifies them from any claim against the school arising from effects related to the 

administration of the medicine. Please come to the school office if your child needs medicine at 

school. 

The school nurse routinely sees all the children in Year One, providing parents have no objection, for 

growth assessment, vision and hearing checks. Parents will be informed of these checks, and will be 

contacted should any problems be identified. 

The school nurse has regular contact with the school and can assist should parents have any concern 

for their child’s health. 

SCHOOL DINNERS 

Mrs. Carroll from Eden and her staff cook school lunches on the premises. Lunchtime is part 

of the whole school experience and children are taught to behave with consideration and good 

manners at all times. 

Mrs Worth and her staff supervise the children during the lunch period. We also run various 

clubs during lunch time in which the children learn new activities. 

SAMPLE MENU 

MONDAY Traditional Lamb Lasagne. Bean Hot Pot, 

Chunky Carrots, Broccoli, Fresh Bread, Jacket 

Potatoes Seasonal salad 

 

Tangy Lemon Sponge & Vanilla 

sauce, Fresh Fruit Pots 

TUESDAY Pork casserole, Pizza, Cabbage, Sweetcorn, 

Mashed Potatoes, seasonal salad, fresh Bread 

 

Plum Crumble & Custard, Fresh 

Fruit Pot 

WEDNESDAY Chicken Drumstick, Gravy, Quorn Pie, 

Broccoli, Seasonal Veg, Roast Potato, Bread 

 

Banana & Custard, fresh fruit pots, 

THURSDAY Meatballs with tomato Sauce, neoplitain pasta 

carrot & cucumber, peas, Jacket wedges Bread 

 

Eve’s pudding & Custard seasonal 

fresh fruit pots. 

FRIDAY Fish Fingers, Rissoto, coleslaw, beans, salad, 

fresh bread, Chipped Potatoes, 

Oat cookie & Milk, Fresh fruit 

Salad 
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AVAILABILITY OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

As required under the Education Reform Act (1998), there are a number of documents related 

to the school that must be made available to parents should they wish to see them. 

Currently the list includes. 

� The School’s last Curriculum Policy Document. 

� The School Development Plan 

� All Policy Document’s relating to the Curriculum  

� The LEA Curriculum Statement 

� The LEA Complaints Procedure 

� The LEA agreed syllabus for RE 

� The Governors most recent Annual Report to Parents 

� The DfEE Circulars on the Curriculum  

� Any Statutory Orders given about the Curriculum 

� Minutes of the Governors Meetings. 
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THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

The National Curriculum came into force in September 1989. In line with government 

requirements the school sets whole school targets annually, that are developed from 

individual pupil and class targets set by teaching staff. The targets are discussed, and agreed 

and modulated by the Governing Body’s Curriculum and Standards Committee. The National 

Curriculum applies to pupils of four Key Stages, which are as follows, 

                                                             PUPIL AGE                                  YEAR GROUP 

Key Stage 1                                           5-7                                                    1-2 

Key Stage 2                                           7-11                                                  3-6 

Key Stage 3                                           11-14                                                7-9 

Key Stage 4                                           14-16                                                10-11 

 

In our school we cover Key Stage 1 and part of Key Stage 2. The following subjects are 

included in the National Curriculum at Key Stages 1 and 2: 

• English 

• Mathematics 

• Science 

• Information and Communication Technology 

• Religious Education 

• Design Technology 

• Geography 

• History 

• Personal Social and Health Education 

• Music 

• Physical Education 

• Art 
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For each subject and for each Key Stage, programmes of study set out what pupils should 

be taught and attainment targets set out the expected standards of pupil’s performance��
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ENGLISH 
There are three elements to the English Curriculum- Speaking and listening, reading and 

writing. 

Children’s future learning depends on their ability to communicate orally and in writing, to 

read fluently and with understanding. 

The school follows the scheme of work set down by the National Literacy Strategy. 

 

Speaking and Listening 

Through discussion children learn to express themselves clearly and listen to other people’s 

views. We encourage the children to express and explain themselves clearly and confidently. 

Children will be expected to listen to stories, poems and other verbal activities, concentrating 

on instruction and direction and will develop improving listening skills. 

Drama and games are used to support direct teaching and learning activities. 

 

Reading 
We believe that reading is one of the most important skills the children have to acquire. 

From the beginning we encourage parents to become fully involved in helping their child to 

learn to read. The teaching of reading is focused around the Oxford Reading Tree scheme and 

is supported by a wide range of other reading material both factual and fictional. 
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The children will bring home a book everyday and parents are invited to share this book with 

their child. The children also have a reading diary that informs parents and teachers on the 

individual’s progress. 

Anyone listening to the children read will record a comment in the diary. The children are 

taught the importance of this record which can be passed from one teacher to the next as 

appropriate. Teachers also keep detailed records of reading groups and progress is monitored 

regularly. 

We are fortunate to have a well-stocked library that the children can visit regularly. They also 

learn to use the library as a resource, developing more advanced study skills. The children are 

encouraged to read a variety of material. 

 

Writing 
 

The children will learn to express themselves in writing through reporting things that have 

happened to them and by using their imagination. 

The children are encouraged to write from the very beginning and are taught handwriting 

skills. As progress with spelling, punctuation, drafting, and re-drafting increases, their skills 

improve and writing becomes more mature. All children’s writing is valued and teachers will 

provide a structured programme of Writing work to allow them to develop s writers. 

Presentation, handwriting and spelling skills are vital to this development 
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We believe that maths is uniquely powerful in 

helping us to make sense of, and describe, our 

world and in enabling us to solve problems. 

The children will experience activities in 

number, space, pattern and relationships. 

The children follow a scheme of work as 

identified by the National Numeracy�Strategy��

appropriate to their needs. 

We take advantage of other published resources to provide opportunities for re-enforcement 

and extension. 

The children are assessed in Maths at regular intervals and those in Year 2 and 4 will take the 

National tests during May of each year. 

We aim to ensure that the children have a firm grounding in Maths so that they are ready to 

meet the challenges set at middle school. 
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HISTORY 
We believe that history is an active subject by 

which children make sense of the past and begin to 

see the effect historical events have on their world 

today. 

We aim to help the children develop a sense of 

identity by considering their family, community 

and country. We teach them to respect others 

through knowledge and understanding of cultural 

roots and shared�inheritance��

The children visit museums and have access to a variety of historical artefacts and resources. 

We have developed a programme of study that is laid down by the National Curriculum that 

includes topics such as family histories, the Victorians and Invaders and Settlers. 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography helps children make sense of the world in which they live. They learn about 

people, places and natural phenomena throughout the world. 

We encourage the children to develop their inquiry skills, and to establish a sense of identity 

within their own community and the UK. 

We help them to gain insight into their interdependence on people and places. 

Much of the children’s work will be practical and embrace other curriculum subjects.  

The children will be involved in local fieldwork sometimes requiring short journeys into the 

community surrounding the school. The children are encouraged to record their findings and 

explore and question new experiences. 

We teach the children to compare and contrast different communities in the UK and abroad. 

We aim to ensure that all children develop an open and inquiring mind. 
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Religious Education. 
 

Religious Education is not part of the National Curriculum, but schools are still required to 

provide a programme of study. 

We plan our R.E experiences in accordance with the County’s agreed syllabus. This is 

broadly Christian, but does take into account our multi-faith and multi cultural society. 

We consider the multi-cultural community of our school to be a strength as it allows children 

to develop an understanding of and respect for the beliefs of others. 

We ensure that all faiths are represented at some time during the year by inviting speakers to 

talk to us at assembly. 

The children may also visit places of worship to consider this aspect of a particular faith. 

We allow time for personal reflection and offer experiences that enhance a sense of awe and 

wonder in the world. 

We invite parents to take part in assemblies throughout the year including those that consider 

the celebrations of the various faiths. In particular these include- Christmas, Easter, Diwali, 

Eid and Harvest. 

Occasionally there are parents who may wish to withdraw their child from collective worship 

and this is allowed under the Education Reform Act. Parents wishing to do this should 

consult with the Head teacher to agree appropriate supervision. 

 

 

Art 

Art is an important part of a child’s experience at school. Much of their work is cross-

curricular, but the children will also be taught to look at the work of other artists and consider 

techniques. 

This will lead to the children often practicing in the style of an artist, creating their own art 

works. They will use art to explore the environment and community, developing a visual 

awareness of the world we live in. The children are encouraged to use their imagination to 

create ideas and visual pieces to support work in other areas of the curriculum. 
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Music 
We encourage the children to perform and compose, using a variety of instruments. 
Children also have the opportunity to join the choir club. 
The children have weekly singing practices where they learn new songs and practice 
favourites. Singing is an important part of school assemblies. 
The children also listen to a variety of musical pieces that require them to form some opinion 
and appreciation of musical styles. 
Children may also have small group tuition for particular instruments, detail of which are 
available at the school. 
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Physical Education                                        
                        
 
Physical Development takes place 
through gymnastics, creative 
movement and outdoor games. The 
school hall is equipped with large 
apparatus and we have a very large 
playing field, used for outside games. 
All children are encouraged to take a 

full and active part in all lessons as we feel they need to have healthy bodies as well as minds. 
The school also has its own swimming pool- a learner pool- that is used during the summer 
moths. Again, all children take part, aiming to swim at least 25 meters unaided. 
Details of swimming schedules are forwarded to parents at the appropriate times. 
We encourage all children to take part in extra curricular activities, particularly football and 
Indian dancing. 


